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 Offending behaviour of young people in custody 
in NSW in 2009: 

 In the five years to 2008-09 the average daily 
population of young people (aged 10 to 17 years) 
in juvenile detention in NSW increased by 73%.i    

 79% reported previous time in custody  
 The average age of first time in custody was 

14.3 years  In 2009-10, an average of 434 young people (10-
17 years) in NSW were in custody each day. Of 
these 226 were serving custodial sentences 
while 208 were remanded in custody awaiting the 
finalisation of court proceedings.

 On average, young people had 5 previous 
episodes in custody.viii 

 ii 
  Social disadvantage of young people in custody 

in NSW in 2009: 
 In 2009-10 only 19.2% of young people held on 

remand in NSW received a custodial sentence 
within 12 months.

 
 27% of young people had been placed in 

care before the age of 16 years 
iii 

  45% have had a parent in prison 
 Indigenous juveniles and young adults are more 

likely to be incarcerated today than at any other 
time since the release of the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody report in 
1991.

 38% were attending school prior to custody. 
 6% of young people (and 18% of young 

women) reported being unsettled or having 
no fixed place of abode (6 months prior to 
custody) 

iv 
   27% had moved two or more times in the six 

months prior to custody rising to 32% for 
Aboriginal young people.

 In 2007, the detention rate for Indigenous 
juveniles was 28 times higher than the rate for 
non-Indigenous juveniles and Indigenous 
juveniles accounted for 59% of the total juvenile 
detention population.

ix 
 

 Mental health of young people in custody in NSW 
in 2009: 

v 
 

 
 In 2010, NSW had the highest rate of juvenile 

justice clients (10-17 years) in detention centres 
at 17.4% compared to a national average of 
11.4%.

 60% had a history of child abuse or trauma 
 14% had a possible intellectual disability and 

32% scored in the borderline intellectual 
disability range 

vi 
 

 87% were found to have a psychological 
disorder 

 A NSW Juvenile Justice Survey of the health 
status of young people in custody in 2009 
showed a troubling pattern of social 
disadvantage, poor mental health, previous 
offending behaviour, and alcohol and substance 
misuse.

 16% had thought about suicide and 10% had 
attempted suicide in their lifetime 

 21% had thought about self-harm and 16% 
had self-harmed during their lifetime.x vii 
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 Alcohol and drug use of young people in custody 

in NSW in 2009: 
 

 66% reported being drunk at least weekly in 
the year prior to custody 

 61% of young people identified that their 
alcohol consumption had caused them 
problems in the past year (with school, 
friends, health, police, parents) 

 78% were found to be risky drinkers 
 89% had tried illicit drugs and 65% had used 

an illicit drug at least weekly in the year prior 
to custody 

 65% reported committing crime to obtain 
alcohol or drugs 

 69% were intoxicated (on alcohol, drugs or 
both) at the time of their offence.xi 
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