Reform of bail law vital for Jlii}enlle Jﬁstlce

. More than a third ofyoung

people in contact with the

- juvenile justice systern have
. . gpent fime in foster or kmshlp

- welcome the article’s spothght T

- spend time in juvenile justice -
- gentres tfley are moze likely to
- recffénd and begin a cycle of

. care (“Juvenile detainées’ shock—

ing histories”, Apnl 12}We

on the failures ofa system that -

> deepens disadvantage for .
already vulnerable chlldren and -
- young people

There is ample resedrch ;
showing that when children

criminal behayviour. - .
" When they spend time on
remand they aré cut off from

. their cornmunities, which has a
- number of damaging effects.

Resources need.to be directed

towatds supportmg chlldren and

young people in their communit-
ies, not removing them. As the:
Attorney-General, Greg Smith,

- said this week; keeping young
people-otit of fuvemle Justice

¢enties needs fo be atop priority.
- effect of reducing the number of

At present tod many childien

“and young people who will niot
berequited to servea  custodial
"Sentence ferhdinin detennon
o -because theyhave ‘been. unable

" tosecure bailasa result of -
- secton 22a of the BallAct whlch

o prevents them from a

o ..ba11 more then onée

Chﬂdren andyoung people
who are- disadvantagedare -
maorelikely to be refused bail -

becanse of thelr cucumstances, :
fznciudlng not havingaccessto
. stable accommodatwn or com- i
. mumty support durlng court

proceedings.

UnitingCare Children, Young
People and Families’ extensive
work in this area shows that

" childien and young people must
. be exempted from section 22a, .

which'will have the immediate

¢hildren and young-people held

- .onremand by giving them the
opportunity to reapply for bail.
- .. Afirst step is the NSW govein-
_miént’s recent commitment to

review-the Bail Act. :
‘Redirecting resources to. com-

~ munity programs will also

reduce the number of children

.and young people onremand :
“and increase their opportunities

to live a full and productive life.
. Jane Woodruff Chief executive,
.+ UnitingCare Burnside and
director, UnitingCare Children,
Young People and Families.




