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Vulnerable children and young people

In 2005-06 (the most recent available data),
11% (411,600) of Australian children were
living in poverty. This group of children were
growing up in households under the 50% of
median income poverty line.'

In the same year, 19.8% of sole parent
families were living in poverty compared with
7.1% of couples with children."

In June 2010, 580,000 Australian children
under 15 years (14%) were living in jobless
families. Two-thirds of these children lived in
sole parent families."

In 2009, 17% of five year olds living in the
most socio-economically disadvantaged
communities and 29% of Indigenous children
(aged 5 years) were assessed as
‘developmentally vulnerable’ on two or more
domains of the Australian Early
Development Index (AEDI)."

On Census night 2006, 12% (12,100) of all
homeless people were children under 12
years. A further 21% (21,900) of the
homeless were young people aged 12 to 18
years."

In 2008-09, the rate of Indigenous children
on care and protection orders was more than
8 times the rate of non-Indigenous children.”

Over the 5 years to 2008-09, the number of
children on care and protection orders
increased by 47% from 24,075 to 35,409
(from 4.8 to 7.0 per 1,000 children).""

In 2008-09, 54,621 notifications of child abuse
and neglect were substantiated. Over 60% of
these (34, 078) were in NSW.""

In 2006, 1 in 6 (about 800,000) children lived
in households experiencing at least four of
nine indicators developed to measure the
impact of social exclusion of children. These
households:

- had no week’s holiday away from
home each year

— could not support their children to
participate in any school activities
and outings

— could not support their children to
have any hobby or leisure activities

- did not receive medical treatment if
needed

- did not have access to a local doctor
or hospital

- did not have access to a bulk-billing
doctor

- did not have $500 in emergency
savings

- could not raise $2,000 in a week in
an emergency

- did not have any members of the
household in paid employment.”
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